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Compare and Contrast Between “You’re Ugly Too” and “The Best Girlfriend You Never Had”

Both stories, “You’re Ugly, Too” by Lorrie Moore and "The Best Girlfriend You Never Had" by Pam Houston are some of the greatest gothic stories. In the story, “You’re Ugly, Too” the central character Zoe seems to take much comfort in the desperation and loneliness she experiences in her life as goes through her 30s (Moore, 1990). The author has a high sense of humor as she narrates about various funny things concerning the main character. On the other hand, in the story “The best Girlfriend You Never Had” is about Lucille and Lee, friends, who according to the story, they should be together but each one of them is in love with a different person (Houston, 1999). The two stories have numerous things in common but they contrast to one another in various ways. 
To start with, the main characters in both stories have issues with their relationships as they are loved by people who they do not love. In “You’re Ugly Too” Zoe is in her 30s but full of herself and looking down upon those who fall in love with her. She is very intellectual and does not regard other people as belonging in the same standard with her. Due to her loneliness, she does not acknowledge marriage as seen in the story when she advices her sister Evan. Although Zoe was a college professor, she is completely not in connection with other people (Moore, 1990). On the other hand, in “the best girlfriend you never had” the relationships among the characters are not clear. Although they relate well with each other unlike Zoe, each one is loved by someone different from whom they love. For example, in the story, Lucille states that she is in love with Lee. In addition, everyone else in the story loves Lee but surprisingly, Lee does not love them all but only Quinevere. Additionally, Quinevere does not love Lee but loves someone else who fails to return the love as expected (Houston, 1999). 
The issue of desperation for love is clear and evident in both stories. In the story, “You’re Ugly too” Zoe’s age is causing a lot of worry in her. She seems to be highly desperate for love from a suitable marriage partner but the biggest issue is her poor ability to relate with other people. Due to her desperate life, Zoe is even unable to decide which furniture is fit for her home. She just picks pieces and returns them when she realizes they are not fir for the house (Moore, 1990). On the contrary, desperation is also evident in Lucille in the story “The Best Girlfriend you never had”. Unlike Zoe who is desperate for love from a suitable marriage partner, Lucille is desperate for love and acceptance from her father. Due to her desperate emotions, she let Gordon control her life. Because of being desperate for love and acceptance, Lucille gets herself into some really risky issues. Actually, she was not afraid of being attacked as she was afraid of not being loved. In addition, the issue of being desperate for love is also evident with Lee, who even in the hands of an attacker, swears to god that he would call his girlfriend to inform her that he was alright (Houston, 1999). 
Reckless living is also a common feature in the two stories. Some of the characters in the two stories live very irresponsible lives which one would assume that is caused by the things they experienced in their former lives. Evan and her boyfriend live together in Manhattan. However, as described by Zoe, they live recklessly and in mediocrity. Their mediocrity, according to Zoe is characterised by their poor mode of living (Moore, 1990). On the other hand, Lucille is said to be living a reckless life. According to the author, the recklessness is caused by her alcoholic parents. As revealed in the story, the family was highly dysfunctional as they were on a family trip which led to Lucille being bunged by a cop very many times. It is surprising how the recklessness was evident such that even the officer could notice it. He felt sorry for Lucille to a point of letting her off and warning her that he would punish her again because it was evident that she was already punished (Houston, 1999). 
Awkward moments are common incidences in both “You’re Ugly too” and “The best Girlfriend you never had” but they occur in different ways and occasions. . The story “You’re Ugly too” speaks about various awkward moments. To start with, it talks about awkward moments between Zoe and her students. At some point, she sung as she handed her beverage to one of her students as a way of mocking the student. In a different occasion, her sister, who was highly concerned about her loneliness, hooked her up with Earl but the meeting turned out to be painful and awkward.  Zoe pushed the poor man almost throwing him over the balcony (Moore, 1990). On the other hand, the love cycle between Lucille, Lee and the other characters in the story make the whole issue appear quite awkward. An awkward situation is also evident as Lucille allows Gordon to control her life to a point where they were asked to leave numerous places due to his misbehavior and envy (Houston, 1999). 
In conclusion, a lot seems to compare in both “You’re Ugly too” and “The Best Girlfriend you never had.” These include factors like the attitudes of the characters towards relationships and love, desperation for love and acceptance and reckless living among others. Nevertheless, all these issues contrast to one another based on their occurrences and the causal situations. However, the two stories have a rich lesson on how one can effectively handle situation in life regardless of how they could be and they educate on effective socialization in the society. 
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